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Honoring the 'saints next 
door': Pope Francis calls for 
annual celebration of local 


By AC Wimmer 

Pope Francis wants dioceses worldwide to shine a 
spotlight on their “saints next door” every year on 
Nov. 9. 

In a letter released by the Vatican in Italian on 
Saturday, the pope established an annual 
commemoration of saints, blessed, venerables, 
and servants of God in local dioceses worldwide, 
set to begin with the upcoming jubilee. 

“I exhort particular Churches, starting from the 
upcoming 2025 Jubilee, to remember and honor 
these figures of holiness each year,” Pope Francis 
wrote. 

The initiative aims to help Catholics around the 
world rediscover and maintain the memory of 
those extraordinary disciples of Christ who have 
witnessed the presence of the risen Lord and 
continue to guide the faithful in those dioceses 
today. 

He signed the letter at St. John Lateran on Nov. 9, 
the feast day of the basilica's dedication. 

While the pontiff chose this feast day for the yearly 
remembrance, he emphasized that he was not 
adding another liturgical celebration to the 
Church calendar. 

Instead, the pope explained, he called on local 
dioceses to promote appropriate initiatives 


Dictatorship in 
Nicaragua expels 
president of country's 
bishops' conference 
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holy men and women 
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What is the Church of 


and who are the Anglicans? 


- 


outside the liturgy or recall these figures within it, 
suchas during homilies. 

Called to be holy 

Pope Francis connected the initiative to his 2018 
apostolic exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate on the 
universal call to holiness. 

The 2018 letter emphasized how sanctity 
manifests in everyday life through various 
examples, including married couples living their 
faith while being open to life, young people 
following Jesus with enthusiasm, and religious 
living the evangelical counsels. 

“We are frequently tempted to think that holiness 
is only for those who can withdraw from ordinary 
affairs to spend much time in prayer. That is not 
the case,” the pope wrote in his exhortation. “We 
are all called to be holy by living our lives with love 
and by bearing witness in everything we do, 
wherever we find ourselves.” 

According to the letter released Saturday, 
episcopal conferences may develop pastoral 
guidelines for implementing this commemo- 
ration. 

The Vatican expects millions of pilgrims to travel 
to Rome for the 2025 Jubilee Year but also renewed 
spiritual initiatives in dioceses across the globe. 


England, 
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Spiritual Formation 
in the Light of Pope 
Francis’ teachings 


Indian cardinal opposes 
anti-conversion law in 
poll-bound state 


Indian Cardinal Oswald Gracias 
has opposed a proposal to enact 
a stringent law restricting conve- 
rsion in the poll-bound western 
Indian state of Maharashtra, 
saying it violates fundamental 
rights. 

In its election manifesto, the 
state's ruling alliance, led by the 
Hindu-leaning Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), promised to enact a 
stringent law making religious 
conversions difficult if re-elected 
to power. 

Cardinal Gracias, based in 
Mumbai, told UCA News that 
state laws should not try to 
control a religious conversion, 
which is the choice of a person's 
conscience. 

“No civil authority has the right 
to enter the shrine, which is the 
conscience of every single 
person, let alone decide what a 
conscience should say,” Cardinal 
Gracias said. 

Some 96 million voters in the 
state are scheduled to elect their 
288 representatives to the state 
legislative on Nov. 20. 

According to the Election Com- 
mission of India, which conducts 
the elections, more than 4,136 
candidates are in the fray. 
Although hundreds of indepen- 
dent candidates are contesting, 
the major fight is between the 
BJP-led ruling alliance and the 
secular alliance led by the Indian 
National Congress party that led 
the Indian independencestruggle. 


/P10 


Cardinal Gracias, archbishop of 
Bombay (Mumbai is the city's 
new name), said all political 
parties should respect the 
secular values of the Indian 
constitution, which includes reli- 
gious freedom. 

“Freedom of religion and the 
right to convert are fundamental 
human rights, protected by 
India's Constitution,” and “for 
Christians, conversion is a perso- 
nal transformation of the heart,” 
he said. “No government can 
come into my soul and tell my 
conscience saying, 'you cannot 
change your religion. You must 
worship God in this way,” he said. 
Cardinal issued a letter on Nov. 
15 urging all Christians to vote, 
telling them that voting “is the 
sacred duty of every citizen.” 

The letter said, “We vote for 
peace, progress, harmony, unity, 
and care for the needy. " It added 
that every Christian who votes " 
participates actively in this all- 
important democratic process.” 
The letter, however, refrained 
from endorsing any political 
party. 

Father Nigel Barett, the cardinal's 
spokesperson, told UCA News 
the Church has “always maintai- 
ned a consistent stance that 
neither endorse nor support any 
single political party as voters 
will have to excise their con- 
science.” 


Pope sends letter of 
closeness to Ukraine, 
marking 1,000 days of war 
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ByI.P. Sarto 


Fr. Lawrence Raphael Sah, a 
priest of Asansol diocese depar- 
ted for his heavenly home on 
Nov. 15, 2024. A large number of 
parishioners joined the funeral 
service to pay their last respect to 
him who was committed to his 
pastoral works. 

Fr. Lawrence was one of the few 
priests who had the privilege of 
being baptized at Sacred Heart 
Church, Asansol on 9th October 
1952, received First HolyCommu- 
nion and Confirmation in the 
same Church, worked for six 
years as Parish priest at the same 
Sacred Heart Church ( now 
Asansol Cathedral from 1998) 
and had the funeral service in the 
same Church on November 16, 
2024. 

Born to Mr Raphael Isaac Sah and 
Mrs. Mary Sah on Oct. 1, 1952 in 
Chelidanga, Asansol, Fr.Lawrence 
was fourth among seven child- 
ren- two brothers and four 
sisters. After his schooling at St. 
Joseph's High School, Asansol, 
he joined Calcutta Minor Semi- 
nary in 1978 while Fr. Salvadore 
Lobo (present emeritus Bishop of 
Baruipur) was the Rector. He did 
his philosophy and theology 
studies at Morning Star Regional 
Seminary, Barrackpore and 
ordained on April 21, 1987 at St. 
John's Church, Chelidanga by 
Archbishop Henry D'Souza of 
Calcutta. 

He was first posted as Curate at 
St. Patrick's Parish, Dumdum 
then to St. John's Parish, Sealdah, 
Christ the King Parish, Park 


remembered by 


parishioners 


Circus and to St. Paul's 
,. Parish, Kamarchowki. 
In 1993 he was appointed as 
*, Parish Priest of St. Patrick's, 
Dumdum and in 1996 went 
/ to Our Lady of Holy Rosary 
Cathedral as Minister. 
After the division of Asansol 
= diocese, he was appointed 
‘. as Parish priest of St. Joseph's 
Parish, Chittaranjan in 1998. 
* In 2003 he was transferred to 
St Anthony's Parish, Burn- 
pur and in 2010 to Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. In 2018 he 
was transferred to Shanti- 
nagar and in 2021 he was 
posted at Our Lady ofVailan- 
kanni Church at Jyotinagar 
for medical rest. He suffered 
“KL last thee months due to 

kidney problem and other 

ailments at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Midnapore. Fr. Hermil D'Souza, 
Director of the hospital anointed 
Fr. Lawrence on Nov. 14, 2024 
while shifting him to ICU. His 
family members rushed to see 
him at the hospital. 
Fr. I.P. Sarto, his companion from 
the Seminary days gave the 
obituary elaborating his various 
qualities and his postings in 
various parishes. Fr. Lawrence 
wrote three Catechism books on 
Sacraments, Prayer and on 
Preparation for Marriage in 
Hindi. Many parishes in Asansol 
and in neighboring dioceses use 
the book for children. He used to 
preach meaningful homilies and 
was a good singer. He was 
available to the people to listen to 
their problems, joys and suffe- 
rings. He was the coordinator for 
family, laity and labour commi- 
ssions in Asansol diocese for five 
years. 
Bishop Elias Frank of Asansol 
presided over the Funeral Eucha- 
rist concelebrated by Emeritus 
Bishop Cyprian Monis and 40 
priests. Fr. Alex Tudu, Vicar 
General peached the homily 
inviting all to trust in the Resurre- 
ction of Jesus. Many Religious 
Sisters from Asansol diocese, 
laity and relatives of the deceased 
joined the Eucharist to thank 
Jesus, the High Priest for the 
priestly services of Fr. Lawrence. 
Fr. L. Aruldass, Parish priest of 
Sacred Heart Cathedral arranged 
meaningful liturgy while the 
parish choir led appropriate 


hymns. 
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Nuns and Priests come under 
TDS as per S C Judgment 


By Adv. Jose KL 

On the 7th of November 24, a Supreme Court Bench led by former CJ, 
DY Chandrachud gave a verdict thereby bringing the salaries paid to 
Nuns and Priests working in Government aided educational 
institutions within the purview of TDS, even though such salaries 
are not accumulated in their personal capacity. In fact such salaries 
are transferred to their religious entities/Founder Bodies which are 
used for charitable and developmental objectives for the 
downtrodden and the marginalized sections of society as their 
contribution to the societal transformation and growth of the nation 
asawhole. 

The above judgment was given to SPL filed by Institute of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary challenging the earlier judgment of 
Madras High Court which held that Tax Deduction at Source (TDS) 
must be applied with respect to the salaries given to nuns and 
missionaries. 

As per the regulation issued by CBDT in 1944, stated that the salaries 
received by Missionaries for services rendered by them which by 
condition of their services and rules of their society, they are to make 
it over to the society. But in 2014, the I T instructed the State 
educational institutions to deduct TDS from salaries paid to the 
Missionaries working in aided educational institutions. 

The Petition in the Apex Court was filed by “Institute of Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary and other appellants, challenging the Madras 
High Court order stating thereby that salaries paid to Missionaries in 
Government aided schools are within the rules of TDS which should 
be deducted from such salaries. 

The argument put forward by the lawyer appearing for the 
petitioners of Missionaries was that the salaries paid to the Nuns and 
Priests working in Government aided schools do not go to the 
individual coffers but to their founder bodies which are charitable 
institutions engaged in charitable activities and they are registered 
as charitable trusts under Section 11 of the I T Act. They have to 
disperse 75 per cent of whatever money they collect for charitable 
purposes. The priest gets nothing. For the last 85 years, the priests 
were never taxed. 

But the Apex Court did not agree with this argument instead it stated 
in is judgment that salary is paid to the school through the teachers 
in their capacity as Nuns and priest. Since all equal in the eye of law 
like other teachers TDS should be deducted from Missionaries too. 
To have acritical lookat the case, it is clear that though lawis equal to 
all, there is an exception to all laws as law is not blind. Applying laws 
without taking into account differentials will be going blind in the 
eye of the law which can be a denial of justice in particular cases. 
Exception to the lawis also a rule though all are equal in the eye of the 
law, there are unequals too in the eye of law which has to be taken 
into consideration to do complete justice otherwise injustice can be 
caused. 

The remedy available to the Missionary Societies who are affected 
adversely by this judgment is to file a review petition in the Apex 
Court regarding this judgment as law is like a living tree to put it in 
words of former CJI Chandrachud and it grows to make the law to 
march on for growth to render full justice as law is not a static entity 
but it grows and develops as society is always on the path of progress 
and parallel to it the law too has to grow. 
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Dictatorship in Nicaragua expels 
president of country's bishops' conference 


By Walter Sanchez Silva 

The dictatorship of Nicaraguan president 
Daniel Ortega has expelled Bishop Carlos 
Enrique Herrera Gutiérrez of Jinotega, 
president of the country's bishops’ 
conference. The prelate recently criticized 
a pro-Ortega mayor who interfered with a 
Mass by blasting loud music in front of the 
local cathedral. 

The Latin American Bishops’ Council 
(CELAM, by its Spanish acronym), 
expressed its closeness following the 
expulsion of Herrera in a letter published 
on its website and addressed to Cardinal 
Leopoldo Brenes, archbishop of Managua 
and vice president of the Nicaraguan 
Bishops' Conference. 

The Latin American bishops expressed 
their solidarity with Herrera and said they 
pray “that this situation will be resolved 
soon and that he can return to his 
homeland.” 

They also expressed their pain over “the 
events that afflict the pilgrim Church in 
Nicaragua” and encouraged the bishops 
and the faithful of the country to continue 
being “a testimony of fidelity to the Lord 
that shines forth on the entire continent.” 
Exiled to Guatemala 

According to the Nicaraguan newspaper 
Mosaico CSI, Herrera was exiled to 
Guatemala on Wednesday, Nov. 13, and is 
staying at a residence of the Order of Friars 
Minor to which he belongs. 

The prelate was abducted by the police 
Nov. 13 after participating in a meeting in 
Managua with the other Nicaraguan 
bishops. At the start of Sunday Mass on 
Nov. 10, the bishop of Jinotega criticized 
from the altar the pro-Ortega mayor of 
that city, Leonidas Centeno, for interfe- 
ring with Mass by playing loud music 
outside the cathedral. 

“Before beginning this Eucharist, we ask 
the Lord for forgiveness for our faults and 
also for those who do not respect worship. 
This is a sacrilege — what the mayor and 
all the municipal authorities are doing — 
and I am going to tell them so because 
they know the time of the Mass,” Herrara 
said that day. 

The Mass was broadcast live on the 
diocesan Facebook page but it was taken 


down shortly before the president of the 
Nicaraguan Bishops' Conference was 
expelled from the country. 

“Bishop Herrera has historically been one 
of the bishops' most committed to justice 
and Christian solidarity toward those who 
have no voice, a true example of stead- 
fastness and integrity,” said Félix Maradi- 
aga, former presidential candidate and 
president of the Freedom for Nicaragua 
Foundation, Nov. 13 on X. 

Maradiaga, who was deported by the 
regime in February 2023 after serving 611 
days as a political prisoner, said that the 
expulsion of Herrera and the Diocese of 
Jinotega's social media being shut down 
by the government in reprisal constitute 
“another attack against religious freedom 
and human dignity in Nicaragua and 
demands international attention and 
condemnation.” 

Catacomb-level persecution 

Speaking to the Spanish-language edition 
of EWTN News, Maradiaga said “the 
Church in Nicaragua is subjected to a 
persecution that has practically turned it 
into a Church of catacombs; the few 
priests who can still exercise their 
ministry with some freedom are those 
who have accepted the conditions 
imposed by the dictatorship, which 
demands total silence on any issue in the 
national state of affairs.” 

Arturo McFields, former Nicaraguan 
ambassador to the Organization of 
American States (OAS), said in a Nov. 14 
post on X that the “crime” of the president 
of the bishops' conference was “deman- 
ding respect for the religious service sin 
progresst and stopping the sacrilege. 
Religious freedom is a human right. 
Sending dozens of religious into exile is a 
crime against humanity.” 

“Another Nicaraguan diocese is left 
withoutits bishop. So far, there are already 
four dioceses that are without their pastor. 
Let us continue praying for the Nicara- 
guan Church in the face of this situation of 
persecution that it is experiencing,” 
Nicaraguan priest Erick Diaz, who lives in 
exile in Chicago, lamented on Facebook. 


Pope: Female voices have much to 


ThelHerald 103 


contribute to building the ‘Common Good’ 


By Deborah Castellano Lubov 

Pope Francis writes to participants in the 
Pontifical Academy for Life's dialogue on 
"Common Good: Theory and Practice," 
noting that the common good is a 
cornerstone of Catholic social teaching, 
and as such, life issues must always be 
keptat heart. 

"It is of great importance to recall the 
common good, one of the cornerstones 
of the Church's social teaching." 

Pope Francis stressed this in his letter to 
an event - a "Dialogue on Common 
Good: Theory and Practice" - organized 
by the Pontifical Academy for Life and 
taking place on 14 November in the 
Vatican 

This dialogue first featured the reading of 
the Pope's message by Archbishop 
Vincenzo Paglia, President of Academy, 
and is being followed by the dialogue 
between Professor Mariana Mazzucato 
of Economics of Innovation and Public 
Value at University College in London, 


ineffective and may fall into the tempta- 
tion of an ideological approach, where 
abstract principles are defended more 
than real people." 

Given this, the pursuit of the common 
good and justice, he said, "are central 
and essential aspects of any defence of 
every human life," especially "the most 
fragile and defenceless, with respect to 
the entire ecosystem we inhabit." 
Societal needs 

The second point he said he wished to 
highlight was that the event would 
feature the presence of two women with 
different responsibilities and backgrou- 
nds. "We need, both in society and in the 
Church," the Pope implored, "to listen to 
female voices." 

"We need," Pope Francis continued, 
"different forms of knowledge to 
collaborate in the development of a 
broad and wise reflection on the future of 
humanity." 

And, he said, "We need the genuine 


who serves as member of the Vatican's 
Pontifical Academy of Life and Prime 
Minister Mia Mottley of Barbados. 

The dialogue is considering how a new 
economics of the common goodcan help 
create urgent well-designed action for 
our economic and social problems, 
related to health, the environment, 
including biodiversity, climate and 
water, and the future of artificial 
intelligence. 

Encouragement to promote the 
common good 

In his letter, the Pope warmly greeted the 
participants, noting that within the wide 
range of reflections on the theme of the 
common good, this meeting he sees as 
being particularly significant for at least 
two reasons. 

The first, he said, is that it is promoted by 
the Pontifical Academy for Life. 

"If we truly wish to safeguard human life 
in every context and situation," he 
appealed, "we cannot ignore placing the 
themes of life, even those more classical 
in bioethical debates, within the social 
and cultural contexts in which these 
phenomena occur." 

"A defence of life that is limited to only 
certain aspects or moments, and that 
does not integrally consider all existen- 
tial, social, and cultural dimensions," 
Pope Francis warned, "risks being 


contributions of all the world's cultures, 
allowing them to express their needs and 
resources." 

Only in this way, he suggested, can we 
“think and generate an open world,” 
which the Pope recalled, he had encou- 
raged in Chapter 3 of his Encyclical 
Fratelli tuttion human fraternity. 
Referring to the Encyclical, the Pope 
emphasized that universal fraternity is, 
in some way, "a ‘personal,’ warm way of 
understanding the common good," not 
"simply an idea, a political or social 
project, but rather a communion of 
faces, stories, and people." 

Cornerstone of Church's social teaching 
In addition, the Holy Father recalled, the 
common good is, "above all," a "practice 
made up of fraternal acceptance and a 
shared search for truth and justice." 

"In our world marked by so many 
conflicts and divisions, which are often 
the result of an inability to look beyond 
individual interests," the Pope lamented, 
"it is of great importance to recall the 
common good, one of the cornerstones 
ofthe Church's social teaching." 
Moreover, he stressed, "We need solid 
economic theories that embrace and 
develop this theme in its specifics so that 
it can become an effective guiding 
principle in political decision-making" 
and "not merely a category often invoked 
in words, but disregarded in practice." 
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Migration Today and its 
Phenomenal Rise Worldwide 


Migration, an intrinsic part of human history, is often overshadowed by 
sensationalized narratives. However, the reality is far more nuanced 
than what captures headlines. Most migration is regular, safe, and 
regionally focused, directly linked to opportunities and livelihoods. Yet, 
misinformation and politicization have clouded public discourse, 
necessitating a clear and accurate portrayal of migration dynamics. 
The World Migration Report 2024 was launched by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), revealing significant shifts in global 
migration patterns, including a record number of displaced people and 
a major increase in international remittances. The Report 2024 helps 
demystify the complexity of human mobility through evidence-based 
data and analysis, according to IOM Director General Amy Pope. He said 
at the launch, “In a world grappling with uncertainty, understanding 
migration dynamics is essential for informed decision-making and 
effective policy responses, and the World Migration Report advances 
this understanding by shedding light on longstanding trends and 
emerging challenges.” 
The number of international migrants grew to 281 million in 2020, 
meaning that 3.6% of the world's people lived outside their country of 
birth that year, according to the United Nations ‘International 
Organization for Migration (IOM). The increase came despite 
widespread restrictions on travel and international movement in the 
early stages of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Europe and Asia have the most international migrants. An estimated 
86.7 million international migrants lived in Europe in 2020, followed by 
85.6 million in Asia. The number of international migrants living in 
these two regions has steadily increased since 2005, according to the 
IOM. The Latin America and Caribbean region has the fastest-growing 
international migrant population. Since 2005, the region's 
international migrant population has roughly doubled. 
Highlighting key findings, the report reveals that while international 
migration continues to drive human development, challenges persist. 
With an estimated 281 million international migrants worldwide, the 
number of displaced individuals due to conflict, violence, disaster, and 
other reasons has surged to the highest levels in modern-day records, 
reaching 117 million, underscoring the urgency of addressing 
displacement crises. 
The report highlighted that Mexico, China, the Philippines, and France 
were the other four nations in the top five remittance recipient 
countries, with India being the top country receiving remittances in 
2010, 2015, 2020, and 2022. 
Despite remittances acting as a crucial source ofincome for many South 
Asians, migrant workers from the region remain vulnerable to various 
challenges. Of that 831 billion in remittances, 647 billion were sent by 
migrants to low- and middle-income countries. These remittances can 
constitute a significant portion of those countries' GDPs, and globally, 
these remittances now surpass foreign direct investment in those 
countries. 
These challenges include financial exploitation, excessive debt 
incurred due to migration costs, xenophobia (hostility towards 
foreigners), and workplace abuses. 
India has been a large source of International migrants for more than a 
century. In 2020, 17.9 million international migrants traced their origins 
back to India, with large diasporas in countries like the UAE, the US, and 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates (3.5 million), the U.S. (2.7 million) 
and Saudi Arabia (2.5 million), followed by Mexico with about 11.2 
million and Russia with about 10.8 million. 
International migrants make up a larger share of Oceania's population 
than any other region. In 2020, 21.4% ofall residents in Oceania - which 
includes Australia, New Zealand and various Pacific island nations and 
territories — were international migrants. The Northern America region 
is second after Oceania, with migrants making up 15.7% of the 
population. In Europe, migrants account for 11.6% ofthe population. In 
all other world regions, they represent 2.3% or less of the population. 
The number of displaced people in the world rose to a new high of 89.4 
million in 2020. Displaced people are those forced to leave their homes 
due to conflict, violence or disasters. They include refugees, asylum 
seekers, and people internally displaced within their country of birth. 
countries because of conflict, violence or disasters. 

Guest Editorial by Francis Sunil Rosario 


Sir, This letter has reference to the report 
(Herald 15-21 November) captioned Indian 
Court Ends Tax Exemption for Catholic 
Priests and Nuns. The following points are 
adduced in this context: 

1. Indian priests and nuns are citizens of India. 
Therefore, they are governed by the law of the 
land, in this case India's Income Tax laws. 

2. This law mandates that Tax at Source (TDS) 
be deducted by one's employer from the 
employee's/service provider's taxable income. 
It works on the basic premises that Income is 
Income, regardless of what one does with it 
after its receipt. 

3. It allows an Assessee to claim TDS refund by 
filing Income Tax Returns (ITR). So if priests 
and nuns file ITRs, they shouldn't have qualms 
aboutTDS. 

4. The Apex Court correctly interpreted the tax 
law which doesn't differentiate between the 
Aam Aadmiand priests & nuns/religious. 

5. The argument of the Church's lawyers that 
(a) religious priests and nuns take a vow of 
poverty, (b) their salaries are transferred to their 
respective congregations’ accounts and (c) 
they don't individually own anything therefore 
doesn't hold water. 


6. The law specifically mandates TDS by the 
employer of the concerned employee/service 
provider. Failure to do so will entail: 
-Late Filing Fee: A late filing fee of 1200 per day 
is charged for the delay in filing the TDS return 
until the fee equals the TDS amount. 
Penalty: As per Section 271H, a penalty ranging 
from [10,000 to [11,00,000 may be imposed for 
the non-filing or incorrect filing of TDS returns. 
7. One way to ensure fairness would be to allow 
priests and nuns who generate taxable income 
for their congregations to retain at least 50% of 
their income and donate the balance to their 
congregation. In this connection, it's worth 
recalling the fate of Sister Lucy Kalappura, who 
had protested against Bishop Franco Mulakkal 
in the nun rape case and was expelled by her 
congregation which had enjoyed the income 
she generated as a well-known Mathematics 
teacher. Reportedly she has been studying law 
(by putting up in a hostel) in Poothotta 
Ernakulam since November 2022. Link: 
https://www.thenewsminute.com/kerala/sist 
er-lucy-kalapura-who-took-church-within- 
now-studying-law- 170553 

ISAAC HAROLD GOMES 


Sir, I was sensitized by Fr. Sunil Rozario who 
recently returned from the US after ministering 
to Bengalis and Latin American Catholics at 
Brooklyn, about the resounding victory of 
Donald Trump in that nation and how 
Catholics there voted for him across races. It is 
in this context that I bring to your readers' 
attention about how Mr. Trump promises to 
sort out the gender confusion that had gripped 
that nation. It is sad to note that the US allowed 
male athletes to compete in women's events. 
Further, various US schools forced children to 
read obscene literature against all propriety; all 
in the name of culture and progress. Trump's 
win is a clear win for not only the Republican 
party, Christianity and Catholic teaching which 
had been upended by gender-confused 
academicians like Judith Butler; it is a resoun- 
ding win for the likes of Vivek Ramaswamy and 
Usha Vance. I believe that the American people 
through rejecting Joe Biden's gender-politics 
and morally fluid self-serving far-left agenda 
decided to reinstate the light of Christianity to 
that nation threatened by moral evils like 
legitimising gay and lesbian unions. My Faith 
too rejects homoeroticism since the one aim of 
marriage is to allow YHWH qua Shakti to 
further creation. Each such union is against the 
clearly defined family unit where a mother has 
a specific role, and the father has another role; 
this iscommon to both our religions. This is not 
misogynistic. Misogyny is when one prohibits 
women from raising their voices so that cruel 
men are not disturbed. Misogyny is to deny 
women the right to their divinely assigned roles 
as women, wives, sisters, and mothers. 
Misogyny is when the rights of women are 


unnaturally transferred to men and the latter 
try conceiving children. These are all against 
the laws of nature and the American people did 
right to remove Democrats from their false 
moral posturing while occupying the American 
senate. As my non-hagiographical obituary of 
the recently deceased founder of liberation 
theology, Fr. Gustavo Guitterez in Indian 
Catholic Matter shows, it is not very prudent to 
reject outright the observations of Saint John 
Paul the Great and Pope Benedict XVI on 
certain aspects of liberation theology. The 
American people chose to reject these very 
same aspects of liberation theology censured 
by Pope John Paul II in his 1991 encyclical, 
Centesimus Annus. 
As an Indian Shakti Upasak whose liturgical 
services are available to all people of goodwill 
throughout this land; I can only hope that we in 
India, both Roman Catholic and Hindu, learn 
from what just happened in the US. It is not 
right to take the so called 'demos' at face value. 
It is not right to hit out at well established 
religious and social traditions for purely 
materialist agendas. At the end of the day, God 
acts through the lilies of the field. At the end of 
the day, before it is too far gone, Shakti or the 
Mahavidyas listen to this very 'demos' and 
humbles the mighty of this world. None but 
God qua Shakti is permanent; for all is vanity 
under the sun. We are like unto grass and this 
place will knowus no more. Now that the things 
of Caesar have been rendered unto Caesar, let 
us turn to the One who is the 'Antaryamin' --- 
the inner controller; the One who is dearer to us 
than our own hearts. 

Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 
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Andrew Dung-Lac, a Catholic 
convert ordained to the priest- 
hood, was one of 117 people mi 
martyred in Vietnam between 
1820 and 1862. Members of the 
companions group gave their 
lives for Christ in the 17th, 18th, & 
and 19th centuries, and received | 4\-¥ 
beatification during four different 
occasions between 1900 and 
1951. All were canonized during 
the papacy of Saint John Paul II. 
Christianity came to Vietnam 
through the Portuguese. Jesuits 
opened the first permanent 
mission at Da Nang in 1615. They 
ministered to Japanese Catholics 
who had been driven from Japan. 
Severe persecutions were launched at least three 
times in the 19th century. During the six decades 
after 1820, between 100,000 and 300,000 Catholics 
were killed or subjected to great hardship. Foreign 
missionaries martyred in the first wave included 
priests of the Paris Mission Society, and Spanish 
Dominican priests and tertiaries. 

In 1832, Emperor Minh-Mang banned all foreign 
missionaries, and tried to make all Vietnamese 
deny their faith by trampling on a crucifix. Like the 
priest-holes in Ireland during English persecution, 
many hiding places were offered in homes of the 
faithful. 

Persecution broke out again in 1847, when the 
emperor suspected foreign missionaries and 
Vietnamese Christians of sympathizing with a 
rebellion led by of one ofhis sons. 

The last of the martyrs were 17 laypersons, one of 
them a 9-year-old, executed in 1862. That year a 
treaty with France guaranteed religious freedom to 
Catholics, but it did not stop all persecution. 


By 1954, there were over a million Catholics -about 
seven percent of the population-in the north. 
Buddhists represented about 60 percent. Persistent 
persecution forced some 670,000 Catholics to 
abandon lands, homes and possessions and flee to 
the south. In 1964, there were still 833,000 Catholics 
in the north, but many were in prison. In the south, 
Catholics were enjoying the first decade of religious 
freedom in centuries, their numbers swelled by 
refugees. 

During the Vietnamese war, Catholics again 
suffered in the north, and again moved to the south 
in great numbers. Now reunited, the entire country 
is under Communist rule. 

It may help a people who associate Vietnam only 
with a 20th-century war to realize that the cross has 
long been a part of the lives of the people of that 
country. Even as some people ask again the 
unanswered questions about United States 
involvement and disengagement, the faith rooted 
in Vietnam's soil proves hardier than the forces that 
willed to destroy it. 


A man's daughter had asked 
the local minister to come ; 
and pray with her father. | Live by 
When the minister arrived, , 

he found the man lying in ™ td 
bed with hishead propped 

up on two pillows. Anempty | _ 
chair sat beside his bed. 

The minister assumed that 

the old fellow had been 
informed of his visit. "Iguess 

you were expecting me," he 
said. "No, who are you?" said 

the father."I'm the new 
minister at your church," he 
replied. "When I saw the 
emptychair, I figured you knew I was going to 
show up." "Oh yeah, the chair,"said the bedridden 
man. "Would you mind closing the door?” 
Puzzled, the minister shut the door. "I have never 
told anyone this, not even mydaughter," said the 
man. "But all of my life I have never known how 
topray. At church I used to hear the pastor talk 
about prayer, but it wentright over my head." "I 
abandoned any attempt at prayer," the old 
mancontinued, "until one day about four years 
ago my best friend said to me,"Joe, prayer is just a 
simple matter of having a conversation with 
Jesus.Here is what I suggest. Sit down in a chair; 
place an empty chair in frontof you, and in faith 
see Jesus on the chair. It's not spooky because 


ot by 


We live by faith 


hepromised, "I'll be with you 
always." Then just speak to 
him in the same wayyou're 
doing with me right now.” 
So, I tried it and I've liked it so 
much that I do it a couple of 
hours every day.I'm careful 
though. If my daughter saw 
me talking to an empty 
chair,she'd either have a 
nervous breakdown orsend 
me offto the funny farm.” 
The minister was deeply 
moved by the story and 
encouraged the old man 
tocontinue on the journey. 
Then he prayed with him, anointed him with oil, 
andreturned to the church. Two nights later the 
daughter called to tell theminister that her daddy 
had died that afternoon. 
“Did he die in peace?" he asked. "Yes, when I left 
the house about two o'clock, he called me over to 
his bedside, told me he loved me and kissed meon 
the cheek. When I got back from the store an hour 
later, I found himdead. But there was something 
strange about his death. Apparently, justbefore 
Daddy died, he leaned over and rested his head on 
the chair besidethe bed. What do you make of 
that?" The minister wiped a tear from his eyeand 
said, "I wish we could all go like that.” 
We live by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY [B] 24 November 2024 
(Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33-37) 


Introduction: This Sunday, the last in Cycle B of the Church's 
liturgical year, the readings describe the enthronement of the 
victorious Christ as King in Heaven in all His glory. Instituting 
this Feast of Christ, the King in 1925, Pope Pius XI proclaimed: 
“Pax Christi in regno Christi” (the peace of Christ in the reign of 
Christ). This means that we live in the peace of Christ when we 
surrender our lives to Him every day, accept Him as our God, 
Savior and King and allow Him to rule our lives. Why Christ is our 
King: 1) Christ is God, the Creator of the universe and, hence, 
wields a supreme power over all things; “All things were created 
through Him‘; 2) Christ is our Redeemer, He purchased us by His 
precious Blood, and made us His property and possession; 3) 
Christ is the Head of the Church, “holding in all things the 
primacy”; 4) God bestowed upon Christ the nations of the world 
as His special possession and dominion. 

Biblical basis of the feast: A) Old Testament texts: The title 
“Christ the King” has its roots both in Scripture and in the whole 
theology of the Kingdom of God. In most of the Messianic 
prophecies, given in the Old Testament books of Samuel, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Daniel, Christ the Messiah is represented as a 
King. 

B) New Testament texts: a) In the Annunciation, recorded in Lk 
1:32-33, we read: “...and the Lord God will give to Him the throne 
of His father David, and He will reign over the House of Jacob for 
ever; and of His Kingdom there will be no end.” In fact, the 
Kingdom of God is the center of Jesus’ teaching, and the phrase 
“Kingdom of God” occurs in the Gospels 122 times, of which 90 
instances are uses by Jesus. b) The Magi from the Far East came to 
Jerusalem and asked the question: (Mt 2:2) “Where is the Baby 
born to be the King of the Jews? We saw His star... and we have 
come to worship Him.” c) During the royal reception given to 
Jesus on Palm Sunday, the Jews shouted: (Lk 19:38) “God bless 
the King, Who comes in the name of the Lord.” d) During the trial 
of Jesus described in today's Gospel, Pilate asked the question 
:(“Are you the king of the Jews?” (Jn 18:33), and Jesus replied: 
“You say that Iam a king. For this I was born, and for this I have 
come into the world, to bear witness to the Truth” (Jn:18:37) e) 
The signboard hung over Jesus' head on the cross read: “Jesus the 
Nazarene, King of the Jews.” f) Before his Ascension into Heaven, 
Jesus declared: “All authority in Heaven and on earth has been 
given to Me; go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations ... 
(Mt 28:18ff).” g) Finally, in Matthew 25:31, we read that Christ the 
King will come in glory to judge us on the day of the Last 
Judgment. 

Life Messages: 

1) We need to accept and surrender our lives to Christ the King as 
our Lord, King, and Savior. We surrender our lives to Jesus every 
day when we give priority to all that Jesus taught when we are 
making our daily choices, especially moral choices. We should 
not exclude Christ our King from any area of our personal or 
family lives. In other words, Christ must be in full charge of our 
lives, and we must give Christ sovereign power over our bodies, 
our thoughts, our heart, and our will. 

2) We need to be serving disciples of a serving King. Jesus 
declared, “...whoever would be first among you must be your 
slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life as aransom for many” (Mt 20:27-28), and later 
showed us the spirit of service by washing of the feet of the 
apostles. We become Jesus’ followers when we recognize Jesus 
present in everyone, especially the poor, the sick, the outcast, 
and the marginalized in society and render humble and loving 
service to Jesus in each of them. 

3) We need to accept Jesus Christ as the King of love. Jesus, having 
come to proclaim to all of us the Good News of God's love and 
salvation and arrived at the ending of his life, gave us a “new 
commandment” of love: “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
Then he demonstrated that love by dying for us sinners. We 
accept Jesus as our King of love when we love others as Jesus 
loves each of us, unconditionally, sacrificially, and with agape 
love. — Fr. Anthony Kadavil 
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Archdiocesan Priests’ 


BASIC ECCLESIAL COMMUNITY 
7 IN KIDDERPORE 


Series No -2 


By Anancia and Roselyn 


St. Ignatius Church, Kidderpore celebra- 
ted Annual BEC Day On 27th Oct. 2024. 
The event began with a solemn Bible 
procession at 8:30 am followed by the 
Holy Eucharistic celebration, offered by 
Fr. Anthony Patrick Paul, the Parish 
Priest, and con- celebrated by Fr. Peter 
Tigga. Fr. Anthony enthroned the Holy 
Bible and continued the Holy Mass. In 
his homily, Fr. Anthony highlighted the 
importance of BEC in the Parish. The 
Parishioners should welcome the BEC 
members into their homes and partici- 
pate in the Gospel Sharing with all the 
family members for the benefit of their 
own soul and to reach out to the 
neighborhood. 

After Mass, all proceeded to the Hall for 
the cultural programme. It began with a 
Bible procession and enthronement of 
the Holy Bible on a beautifully decorated 
Altar. The dignitaries were invited for the 
lighting of the lamps while hymns were 
being sung: “Give me oilin my lamp keep 
me burning....” 

The BEC members welcomed the 
congregation with a welcome song, 
continued with a dance, songs and Fancy 
Dress competition. Especial Fancy Dress 
Competition was held for the children., 
Characters were dressed like Moses, 
Noah, St. Mother Teresa, Mary Magda- 
lene, Ruth etc. The winners were given 
prizes as well as Certificates of Merit. 
Some of the BEC members from the 
Stella Maris Parish joined us for the BEC 
Day's, celebration. It added joy to us and 
to them too. 

After the programme all the parishioners 
were served with delicious Lunch. The 
Annual Day celebration concluded with 
asmall prayer by the Parish Priest. 

BEC ACTIVITIES DURING THE 
YEAR 2024 

‘Keeping in mind the Jubilee Year 2024- 
2025 message given by our Holy Father to 
go and invite everyone to the banquet of 
the Lord (Mat 22:9). 

‘Hymn Competition was conducted by 
Ms. Anancia Fernandes in order to havea 


better participation in the Mass. 

-Posters of visits to the sick and to pray for 
them, gave parishioners the message of 
hope. 

-Creative skits enlightened the parishio- 
ners how the Word of God can affect life 
and families. 

-During the Jubilee year, the BEC mem- 
bers organized a breakfast stall after the 
Sunday Mass in order to interact, moti- 
vate and also invite parishioners to join 
the BEC. 

‘On 7th Jan 2024- a Bible Quiz on the 
Gospel of St Luke for all children, youth 
and parishioners was organized. 

-In the Month of May, all took initiative to 
pray the Rosary and to instill in the hearts 
of children devotion for Mother Mary 
and pray the Holy Rosary. On 

‘31st May, the children were dressed as 
Mother Mary. 

-On 4th Aug 2024- This being Jubilee Year, 
a Skit was put up on the importance of 
Faith, 

-On the Feast of St. Ignatius, prayers on 
hope were organized and on Clergy Day, 
a Quiz on the Gospel of St John was held. 
-On 29th Aug.- 8th Sept. 2024 -Novenas 
days and; Feast Day Celebrations of Our 
Lady of Velankanni - all took active part 
in organizing it in a better way. 

FORTH COMING ACTION PLANS 
‘November 2024-Visit to Cathedral/ 
Bandel basilica 

-Participate in Corpus Christi Procession 
on Jan 2025 

‘Try to increase the number of BEC 
Groups in Parish. 

‘Dec 2024- Participate in Carols and all 
the other events in the Parish. 

-Conduct Christmas Gathering and Quiz 
for BEC Members. 

-Be regular in attending the BEC Prayer 
meeting and visit the families in order to 
have better participation on Sunday 
Mass. 

Our sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to Fr Dominic Gomes VG (Director of 
BEC) for his constant guidance and 
support and also Sr. Rasmi and Sr 
Dorothy for their timely assistance. 


Annual Retreat at Bandelend Batch) 


By Fr F. Sunil Rosario 


Bandel: Nov. 22: The retreat preacher , 
Rev Fr Tomsan Aerathedathu MSFS, a | 
scripture scholar, with his academic 
expertise in St John combining with his } 
rich experience in his teaching carrier 
in Theology in India and Latin America, 
Brazil and in his pastoral ministry in 
North East, Brazil, Germany, Austria 
and US is well abreast with diocesan 
way of life and spirituality needed to live 
this challenging vocation in a meaning- 
ful, productive and creative ways in 
ministry situations and context. His wide 
intellectual depth in Scripture and 
theology and its applications to practical 
life in his pastoral ministry creates an 
authentic spirituality to live diocesan 
priesthood in daily lives. 

His talks were thoroughly based on 
Scripture, with a sound theology and its 
applications in ministry situations and 
context, keeping Bible in one hand and 
Daily News on the other and thereby to 
make ministry contextual. 

Allhis talks were very deep and practical to 
live a meaningful life in the contemporary 
world amidst many chaos, conflicts, 
divisive forces, jealousy and hatred. In the 
midst of violent society, our spirituality 
should be able to forgive those who harm 
and hurt the dedicated souls for the cause 
of Christ. The priests and religious 
encounter the forces of evil everywhere, 
however the words of St Paul can always 
remain the point of reference and to fight 
the battle of life, overcoming evil by doing 
good. 


At the heart of all his deliberations were 
how to be truly a part of Christ's sacrificial 
offering through diocesan commitment 
and growing in deeper understanding of 
diocesan spirituality and its commitment 
to be salt and light in the contemporary 
and complex world. 

Developing the theme of “Spiritual 
worship” he further helped to discern the 
mind of Jesus on the True wisdom. The 
preacher wanted to show through his 
biblical interpretation how beautiful is the 
life of diocesan priesthood. 

Rev Fr John,SDB the prior and Parish 
priest Director of Retreat house offered 
hospitality to the priests with quality food 
and all facilities. 

The annual retreat was an occasion to 
renew the spiritual life of the diocesan 
clergy and in their ongoing ministry in the 
Archdiocese and to commit themselves 
fully to prepare the people to celebrate 
Jubilee year 2025. Thanks to Archbishop 
Thomas D'Souza who helped to organize 
this retreat for the common good of all 
within the Archdiocese. 


BEC Day at ae Jesus Church Behala 


By Animators 

With great zeal and enthusiasm 
Infant Jesus Church, Behala, 
Kolkata celebrated their Annual 
BEC Day on 27th October. A warm 
welcome was accorded to the 
Chief Celebrant - Rev. Fr. Dominic 
Gomes-VG, Rev. Fr. Rock, PP Stella 
Maris Church and invited guests. 
At 08:50am the Bible Procession 
preceded by a graceful entrance 
dance performed by the youth. 
Rev Fr Dominic-VG held the Holy 
Bible for the Procession. 
Thereafter, Veneration of the Holy 
Bible solemnised the day's activi- 
ties. Immediately The Holy 
Eucharistic Celebrations comme- 
nced led by Fr Dominic, Fr Rock, 
Fr Shyam,PP and Fr Raja APP 
Infant Jesus Church. In his 
homily, Fr Dominic expressed the Faith 
formation among the Youth as many were 
drifting from Church. The need to bring 
Hope in the lives of people by our actions. 
Our programme began with an opening 
prayer by Fr Raja. Thereafter, Fr Shyam 
comprehensively summarised the Annual 
BEC Report based on all Units displayed 
charts of Action Plans during 2023-24 and 
stated that BEC Units have worked as a 
Team for most of the activities, namely - 
Assisted the needy within the neighbour- 
hood community by various means: Dry 
Ration, Medicine, Hospitalisation, Spe- 


actacles, Sponsoring educational needs, 
Financial needs, Burials, festival celebra- 
tions for the underprivileged and helping 
our own maids, dhobiand helpers. 

Achievements: Addition of one new unit - 
Antioch and one Youth unit under 


progress. 
Future plans for the coming year were 
presented by the BEC members. 

A Quiz competition was conducted by Fr 
Raja on the Gospel of St John and enjoyed 
by all. Fr Shyam, PP closed the day's event 
with the Final Blessing of the Holy Bible. 
All joined in for a sumptuous lunch. MC & 
Vote of thanks; Mr. Edwin Das. 
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By George Khalkho 

Sunday the 17 November marked a 
profound and joyous occasion for the 
parishioners of the Cathedral of the Most 
Holy Rosary as Br. Basil Tigga was ordained 
as a Deacon in a solemn and holy cere- 
mony. The day began with great anticipa- 
tion as faithful, family, and friends 
gathered to witness this pivotal moment in 
his spiritual journey. 

The Holy Mass commenced at 9:00 a.m., 
beginning with a reverent entrance hymn. 
At the church's main gate, the altar servers 
were ready, their demeanor reflecting the 
solemnity of the day. Accompanying them 
were Brother Basil Tigga and his mother 
and family, the concelebrants and the 
Archbishop of Calcutta, Thomas D'Souza, 
who would preside over the Eucharist and 
officiate the ordination ceremony. 

As the procession began, the congregation 
stood in respect, their hearts filled with 
reverence. The priests and the Archbishop 
made their way to the altar, where they 
bowed deeply before the cross, a gesture of 
profound respect to Christ. 

To ensure the smooth flow of the 
ceremony, commentator Miss Fiona 


Diaconate Ordination of Bro. Basil Tigga 


Correa guided the congregation through 
the sequence of events, keeping everyone 
engaged in prayerful participation. 

As the Mass continued, after the Gospel, 
the Archbishop officiated the ordination 
ceremony proper and declared Bro. Basil 
as the deacon of the Catholic Church. The 
whole congregation joined in worship, 
their prayers interwoven with the sacred 
hymns that filled the church. This 
remarkable day will forever remain in the 
hearts of all who witnessed it, marking the 
beginning of a new chapter in the life of 
Deacon Basil Tigga. 

The Archbishop exhorted the deacon, 
“Believe what you read, teach what you 
believe, and practice what you preach,” “to 
make incarnate” the Word, Jesus, for the 
people he will serve. 

This day was not just a milestone for Dn. 
Basil Tigga but also a celebration for the 
community that had nurtured and 
supported his vocation. The journey from 
Brother to Deacon is one of great respon- 
sibility and service, and this ordination 
symbolized his commitment to serving 
God and His people. 


BEC orientation in Krishnagar diocese 
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The BEC (Basic Ecclesial Community) Orientation Program for animators of 
Krishnagar diocese was held on the 8 and 9 of Nov. 2024 at the Social Pastoral Center, 
Sanjivini. Bishop Nirmol Vincent Gomes, SDB of Krishnagar inaugurated the 
Programme. Fr. I.P. Sarto, the Regional Secretary of BEC, Fr. Daniel Mardi, BEC 
Coordinator of Krishnagar, Sr. Christin Joseph HC, National Service Team Member, Fr. 
Rakesh Mondal, Parish Priest of the Cathedral, Sr. Rajni Marandi, SMI and Fr. Rajesh 
Kujur, OMI were the organizers and the resource persons. (Contributed by Sr. Rajni 
Marandi, SMI) 


Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of 


Fr. Himangshu Poti 


By Staff Reporter 

Kalyanpur: Rev. Fr. Himangshu Poti, son 
of the soil from Nepalganj, Raghabpur 
mission parish celebrated his 25 years of 
priesthood with a solemn Thanksgiving 
Mass. The two bishops of Baruipur 
diocese, Rt. Rev. Bishop Shyamol Bose 
and Rt. Rev. Bishop Emeritus, Salvador 
Lobo were present for the mass to bless 
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Fr. Himangshu on this auspicious day. A 
host of 60A priests concelebrated this 
thanksgiving Jubilee mass from across 
the diocese and other dioceses of Bengal. 
The co-concelebrants were Fr. Onshu 
Gayen, Krishnagar Diocese, his first 
cousin and Fr. Philip d'Souza, Calcutta 
Archdiocese, his class mate in Theology, 
Morning Star Regional Seminary. 

The mass began with an entrance dance 
on the devotional song composed by 
Late Fr. Ponkoj Poty, uncle of Fr. 


Himangshu, who too belonged to the 
same diocese. 

Fr. Himangshu was ordained by Bishop 
Salvador Lobo on Nov4, 1999. 

The liturgy was well organised and the 
choir sang the songs mostly composed 
by Late Fr. Ponkoj Poti, his uncle who 
passed away a couple of years ago. Fr. 
Ponkoj was a senior and a pioneer priest 
in the diocese of Baruipur. 
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At the end, Fr. Himangshu was felicitated 
by the parishioners of Kalyanpur. He 
thanked profusely his mentor in priestly 
formation, Late Bishop Linus Gomes, 
S.J., Bishop emeritus Salvador Lobo and 
the present Bishop Shyamol Bose. He 
also thanked numerous others who 
joined his Jubilee celebration and those 
contributed to his formation and in his 
priestly ministry. 

A tasty lunch was served in the hall, to 
celebrate this great event of Silver Jubilee. 


Children's 
Day 
Celebration 
at St. Teresa's 
Church and 
Fancy Dress 
Competition 
at St. John 
Benchman's 
School 
Moulali: 
Honouring 
the Little 
Stars on 
Children's 
Day 


By Dominic Panja 
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Dignitatis Humanae: 
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The Catholic Church's Declaration on Religious Freedom 


VATICAN 
COUNC 


By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Confessional State and 
Indifferentism 

During the Middle Ages, the Catholic 
Church as the most dominant institution 
in Europe, exerted significant political, 
cultural, and religious influence on the 
lives of people. The prevailing concept of 
the 'Christian state’ of the times permi- 
tted the Church to maintain its authority 
and ensure society's adherence to 
Catholic teachings. 

Catholic theology ofthe times sanctioned 
this concept appealing to the idea of 
divinely ordained natural law inherent in 
human nature. The Church argued that 
state laws should be rooted in the 
principles of natural law, derived from 
Catholic teachings. 

To promote the common good, the well- 
being of the entire community, the 
Church advocated for a confessional 
state — a form of state where a particular 
religion is officially recognised and 
endorsed as the state religion, influen- 
cing laws, policies, and cultural norms. 
The state could actively promote and 
even enforce adherence to this religion. 

In contrast to the Church's traditional 
notion of the confessional state, 
Dignitatis Humanae (Of the Dignity of the 
Human Person), the Second Vatican 
Council's declaration on religious free- 
dom, promulgated in 1965, recognised 
the individual's right to practice their 
faith freely without state interference. 
This shift was influenced by the dangers 
posed by pre-War totalitarian regimes 
that suppressed religious freedom, 
particularly in Eastern Europe. 

The recognition of the need to protect 
human rights and dignity, as well as the 
desire for peace and reconciliation, was 
never more intense than in the aftermath 
of World War II. As a result, a climate of 
cooperation emerged among diverse 
groups, particularly in the United States 


and Europe, fostering a sense of renewed 
hope and possibility. 

This climate of collaboration raised 
concerns among Catholic leaders about 
the possible dilution of Catholic faith and 
doctrine, leading to fears of indifferen- 
tism — the belief that all religions are 
equally valid. In this context, emphasi- 
sing the unique role of the Catholic 
Church in guiding its followers toward 
truth, Dignitatis Humanae, tries to articu- 
late a doctrine that recognises the 
inviolable rights of individuals by 
affirming the dignity of the human 
person and the right to seek truth 
according to their conscience without 
coercion. 

Going beyond the notion of mere 
tolerance, the document asserts that this 
freedom entails the recognition of the 
inherent dignity of every person in their 
quest for truth. 


Pursuit of truth free of state 
interference 


Dignitatis Humanae asserts that indivi- 
duals have a moral obligation to seek and 
embrace truth, especially in matters of 
faith. This pursuit of truth is a personal 
responsibility, and truth itself compels 
individuals to act, not through coercion 
but by its inherent power. Therefore, 
individuals should freely seek and adhere 
to truth, particularly in matters concer- 
ning God and the Church. 

f individuals are to pursue and adhere to 
truth and fulfill their duty to worship God, 
religious freedom is an absolute require- 
ment. Every human being has the right to 
religious freedom, which entails that they 
shall not be coerced into actions against 
their beliefs, whether in private or public. 
This right emerges from the inherent 
dignity of the human person, characte- 
rised by reason and free will and bearing 
personal responsibility to seek and 
embrace truth. 

Divine law, conceived in wisdom and 
love, directing and governing the entire 
universe, is the supreme norm of human 
life. As participants in this law, all 
individuals have a duty and, therefore, 
the right to seek truth in religious matters. 
Because individuals are bound to follow 
their conscience to reach God, the 
ultimate end and purpose of their life, 
they should not be compelled to act 
against their conscience, especially in 
religious matters. Since religious pursuits 
are inherently voluntary and oriented 
toward God, state and civil authorities 
should refrain from interfering in this 
sacred personal space. 


Exercise of faith free of state 


interference 


Since individuals and religions have a 
social dimension, religious communities 
should have the right to engage in public 


worship, express and propagate their 
faith, organise their internal affairs, 
acquire property for religious purposes, 
and govern themselves without state 
interference. However, while propagating 
their religious faith, they should avoid 
coercion or undue pressure, especially 
when interacting with vulnerable popu- 
lations. 

Religious freedom is essential for both 
individuals and communities in fostering 
a society that respects the dignity of the 
human person and the transcendent 
nature ofreligion. Religious communities 
have the right to contribute to societal 
organisation based on their faith and 
principles and to establish educational, 
cultural, charitable, and social institu- 
tions. 

Both government and society share the 
responsibility to safeguard individuals’ 
rights to religious freedom, protection 
from discrimination, and equality before 
the law, irrespective of their faith or 
beliefs. Any infringement on these rights, 
unless justified by an absolute necessity 
for the common good, constitutes a 
violation of both human rights and the 
divine will. 

While individuals should exercise their 
religious freedom with respect for moral 
responsibility and the rights of others, the 
government must uphold public order 
and morality by enforcing just and 
impartial legal standards. 

Education free of state 
interference 

The scope of religious freedom should 
encompass families, empowering pare- 
nts to shape their household's religious 
practices and oversee the religious 
upbringing of their children. Parents 
must not be forced to subject their 
children to secular or non-religious 
education that contradicts their faith. 
While they should have the liberty to 
choose educational institutions that 
reflect their beliefs, this choice should not 
come with unreasonable burdens or 
conditions. 

Freedom is inseparable from the respon- 
sibility to exercise it wisely, uphold moral 
order, and collaborate with others in 
pursuit of truth, justice and common 
good. No one should misuse their 
freedom as an excuse for rejecting 
legitimate authority or neglecting the 
duty of obedience. 


Foundation of Religious 


Freedom 

The concept of religious freedom is 
grounded in the inherent dignity of the 
human person, supported by two 
foundational principles: reason, which 
enables rational thought and moral 


discernment, and divine revelation, 
through which God communicates truth 
to humanity, particularly through the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ, the 
Scriptures, and the Church's tradition. 
Since true faith can only emerge from an 
act of free will, no one should be 
compelled to accept the Christian faith or 
any religious belief against their will. The 
example of Jesus Christ serves as the 
ultimate guide in this regard. While he 
recognised and respected the authority of 
earthly governments, he upheld the 
superior authority of God and tried to 
inspire people through his life, ministries 
and teachings, never imposing anything 
on anyone. He allowed individuals to 
make free, and personal choices in 
matters of faith. 


Conclusion 

In an increasingly diverse and interco- 
nnected world, religious freedom is 
essential for fostering peace, harmony, 
and mutual understanding across 
cultures, belief systems, and religions. 
Dignitatis Humanae marks a important 
development in the Church's stance on 
this issue, transitioning from a traditional 
support for the confessional state to 
affirming every individual's right to seek 
truth and worship God freely, without 
state interference. This shift recognises 
that authentic faith is born from free will 
and underscores the Church's commit- 
ment to upholding each person's dignity 
in their pursuit of truth. 

By embracing religious freedom, the 
Church affirms that humanity is being led 
toward the “glorious freedom of the sons 
of God.” In this vision, respect for conscie- 
nce, human rights, and the transcendent 
nature of religion serves as a foundation 
foramore just and unified world. 

The acknowledgment of this freedom not 
only encourages personal and communal 
growth but also reflects a higher truth, 
guiding humanity toward the fulfilment 
of God's grace in life. 
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What is the Church of England, 
and who are the Anglicans? 


ByJonah McKeown 


Justin Welby, the archbishop of Canter- 
bury and head of the Anglican Commu- 
nion, resigned on Tuesday over his 
handling ofa high-profile abuse case. 

A position with deep Catholic roots, the 
archbishop of Canterbury is considered 
“first among equals” among Anglicans 
worldwide and has the important role of 
anointing the new British monarch 
during coronations. 

In recent years, Pope Francis has made 
ecumenical gestures toward the Anglican 
church, traveling with Welby and a 
Scottish Protestant leader to South 
Sudan in 2023 and allowing Welby to 
celebrate an Anglican liturgy earlier this 
year in Rome's Basilica of St. Bartholo- 
mew as part of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 

Here's what you need to know about the 
Church of England, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Anglicanism. 

Whatis the Church of England? 

Simply put, the Church of England is the 
United Kingdom's official church, with 
the British monarch serving as its 
supreme governor. 

King Charles III's official title is“Defender 
of the Faith and Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England,” and since the 16th 
century each new monarch has sworn an 
oath to uphold the Protestant religion. 
Since the Synod of Whitby in 664, the 
Church of England has been divided into 
two provinces — Canterbury and York — 
each with its own archbishop, as well as 
numerous dioceses each with a bishop. 
Canterbury is currently vacant following 
Welby's resignation; the current archbi- 
shop of York, whose cathedral is York 
Minster, is Stephen Cottrell. 

Like all Protestants, adherents to the 
Church of England hold the Bible in 
highest regard, though a variety of 
worship styles exist within the Church of 
England and in Anglicanism at large. 

The 1662 Book of Common Prayer, still in 
use today, codified the liturgical practices 
and doctrines — replacing the Catholic 
ones — of the newly established church. 
It remains a “permanent feature of the 
Church of England's worship and a key 
source for its doctrine,” the church's 
website says. 

How did the Church of England come 
about? 

Amid the chaos wrought by the Protes- 
tant Reformation, the Church of England 
broke away from the Catholic Church 
under King Henry VIII, who in 1527, 
desiring a male heir, wanted to divorce 
his wife Catherine of Aragon but failed to 
secure a papal annulment. 

Parliament subsequently passed laws 
abolishing papal authority and declaring 
King Henry the head of the Church of 
England. St. Thomas More, a lawyer, 
author, and high-ranking member of the 
king's cabinet, was 'martyred for 
opposing Henrys plan, as was St. John 


Fisher, a Catholic cardinal, for similar 
reasons. 

A time of brutal persecution for 
Catholics, the English Reformation, 
followed. Despite a brief return to papal 
submission under Queen Mary Tudor, 
Elizabeth I reversed this when she 
became queen in 1558. 

The Reformation saw monasteries 
destroyed, Catholic churches including 
Westminster Abbey taken over, and the 
witness of such martyrs as St. Margaret 
Clitherow, who in 1586 was pressed to 
death upon sharp rocks after refusing to 
renounce her Catholic faith. 

Following the English Civil War of 
1642-1651 and the Glorious Revolution 
of 1688, the constitutional position of the 
Church of England since 1689 establishes 
for the church “a range of legal privileges 
and responsibilities, but with ever- 
increasing religious and civil rights being 
granted to other Christians, those of 
other faiths, and those of no faith at all,” 
the Church of England website says. 

The restoration of Catholicism's legal 
status was not fully accomplished in 
Britain until the 19th century. 

Why Canterbury? 

St. Augustine of Canterbury, whom 
Catholics honor on May 27, founded the 


t 
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See of Canterbury in the last years of the 
sixth century. He continued to preach the 
Catholic faith to the country's Anglo- 
Saxon pagans during the late sixth and 
early seventh centuries, under the direc- 
tion of Pope Gregory I (St. Gregory the 
Great). 

(He is not to be confused with St. 
Augustine of Hippo, whois a doctor of the 
Church, the son of St. Monica, and the 
author of the “Confessions.” 

Likely born in Rome to a noble family on 
an unknown date, Augustine joined the 
newly-founded Benedictine order, ente- 
ring a community founded by the future 
Pope Gregory, who maintained a friend- 
ship with Augustine. Later on, in 595, 
Pope Gregory set about planning to re- 
evangelize England; the island's Celtic 
inhabitants had accepted Christianity 
centuries before, but the country had 
been dominated by Anglo-Saxon inva- 
ders since the mid-fifth century. 

Pope Gregory chose a group of about 40 
monks, including Augustine, to set sail 
for England in spring 597. After arriving 
they gained an audience with pagan King 
Ethelbert of Kent, who would later convert 
and become a saint after Augustine's 
powerful and straightforward presenta- 
tion of the Gospel message. He allowed 


the monks to settle in Canterbury and to 
evangelize. 

Augustine was later consecrated a 
bishop, and by Christmas 597, over 
10,000 people were actively seeking 
baptism from the missionaries. 
Augustine died in 604, and Canterbury 
remained the seat of English Catholicism 
for nearly 1,000 years, until the Reforma- 
tion. 

What is the Anglican Communion? 
Founded in 1867, the Anglican Commu- 
nion is a collection of churches around 
the world that recognize the archbishop 
of Canterbury as “first among equals” — 
a spiritual leader and unifying figure but 
notacentral authority like the pope. 

Each church is distinct and autonomous, 
but all share a history and beliefs with the 
Church of England. The Anglican 
Communion describes itself as “a family 
of 42 autonomous and independent-yet- 
interdependent national, pan-national, 
and regional churches in communion 
with the See of Canterbury.” 

These churches include the U.S.-based 
Episcopal Church, which originally 
separated from the Church of England 
after the American Revolution. 

The Anglican Communion is governed by 
bishops who convene at various levels in 
regular meetings known as synods — a 
familiar word to members of the Catholic 
Church, which also convenes synods, 
most recently the Synod on Synodality. 

In the Anglican Communion, synods take 
place at the diocesan level, where 
bishops, clergy, and laity discuss local 
administrative and pastoral matters; and 
at the provincial or national level, which 
see participants divided into a kind of 
bicameral structure: a House of Bishops 
and a House of Representatives compo- 
sed of clergy and laity. Binding decisions 
are often made at these provincial or 
national synods via vote. 

Finally, the highest level ofmeeting is that 
of the Lambeth Conference, a once-a- 
decade convention that provides an 
opportunity for Anglican leaders — 
specifically bishops — to discuss the 
major issues facing the church and the 
world. It's a consultative meeting, led by 
the archbishop of Canterbury, but the 
assembled body has no legislative power. 
Collectively, the Anglican Communion 
represents the third-largest branch of 
established Christianity in the world after 
the Catholic Church and the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, with an estimated 110 
million members worldwide. 

The Anglican Communion has been in 
tension in recent years over LGBT issues, 
especially since 2003, when the 
Episcopal Church voted to ordain as a 
bishop V. Gene Robinson, a gay man ina 
same-sex relationship. Such moves have 
drawn sharp criticism from Anglican 
communities elsewhere, particularly in 
Africa. 
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Spiritual Formation in the 


Light of Pope Francis’ teachings 
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By Fr. Oscar Daniel Raj SJ 


The Church at large invests a great deal in 
human and financial resources to form its 
personnel for God's mission. It must be 
acknowledged that there is rigorous 
training in terms of human and spiritual 
formation which consists of language 
learning, knowing and experiencing the 
cultural backgrounds of the people, 
equipping with numerous skills and so on. 
When a person goes through such an 
integral formation accompanied by the 
formators it results in the holistic 
formation of a person. The current reality 
is a bit saddening. It strikes us to delve 
deeply and reflect on where we have gone 
wrong and where we are marching 
towards. 

On 5th November 2024, when Pope 
Francis addressed the students and 
professors at the Gregorian University, he 
addressed them to avoid becoming 
disciples of 'Coca-Cola spirituality.' He is 
warning against the superficial approa- 
ches to faith formation. Being spiritually 
happy at the surface level is going to be 
threatening because it is merely green at 
the outset but deep down there is an 
emptiness. This emptiness is created 
because of our superficial spiritual and 
human formation. Pope Francis asks each 
one of us, Where are we? If it continues it 
will meet severe consequences in the lives 
of many young people who are called to be 
servants of Christ. 

Pope's intention for May 2024, presents to 
us that all of us are aware of our limita- 
tions, shortcomings and vulnerability and 
yet we are called and missioned to lead a 
life which is unwavering in our commit- 
ment, creative in our approaches and 
credible witnesses of the gospel. Forming 
to become a better human for others does 
not end at a particular period. It is always 
ongoing. Jesus, the Shepherd is constantly 
searching and seeking for the lost ones. We 
are all lost ones in some way or the other. 
God never abandons the sinners but He 
abides with the sinners. He enters into our 
homes. Jesus visits the sinners and calls 
them to renew their life. Like the thief on 
the cross asking, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom’, we 
are invited to call God to remember us. (Lk 
23:42) The word, 'Remember' in Latin- 
‘Ricordare' means 'Lead back to the hearts 
or Carry me in your heart.' The reply of 
Jesus is 'Today you will be with me in 
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paradise’. Jesus' heart is always open for 
us to enter. Jesus was born in a manger so 
that all can come and worship him. The 
tomb of Jesus was opened not for Jesus to 
go but for us to enter and experience the 
risen Lord. We need to persevere for God's 
blessings, graces and guidance. We are not 
great enough to become priests and nuns 
but weak enough to become servants for 
God's mission. In our weakness, we allow 
God to enter into our lives to heal our 
wounds and lead our ways. Are we 
prepared to welcome him? 

Pope Francis gives three keys to take 
forward in life. First and foremost he asks 
us that it is necessary to have a great 
commitment to 'spiritual formation.’ We 
need to learn to listen to him and contem- 
plate his face which will lead us to 
encounter Jesus in the face and flesh of the 
poor. St. Mother Teresa says 'Jesus comes 
to us in the distressing disguise of the 
poor.' The Second key that the pope talks 
about is to have 'intellectual depth.' There 
is asaying that the more know the more we 
know how less we know. Pope Francis tells 
the scholars at the Gregorian university 
that we are all beggars of knowledge. One 
should never arrive at a point of knowing 
everything. One must be humble to be 
open to new insights. The evolution of life 
continues. The Lord keeps us stunned as 
well as surprised about knowing the 
world. The third aspect that the pope 
emphasizes is the 'house of communion.’ 
The very core purpose of Jesus coming to 
the world is to reconcile the world with 
God. Jesus became a human and he 
identified with the weak and vulnerable. 
Jesus always promoted an inclusive aspect 
among the people. We are invited to feel 
with the entire humanity regardless of any 
religion, creed or cult. Let us try to live as 
humanly as possible. 

Leo Tolstoy, a Russian novelist and 
philosopher says, 'If you feel the pain you 
are alive. If you feel the pain of the others 
you are human. True power does not lie in 
the dominion of the strongest but in care 
for the weakest. 

May the spirit of Pope Francis keep us 
always walking in the ways of the Lord. Let 
us recover what we have lost. It is never too 
late. Transformation of life happens when 
Jesus resides in us and starts revamping 
and reviving whatis lostin us. 
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By Francis Sunil Rosario 
(Continued....) 


A Brief History of 
Church in Bengal 


Here is a brief analysis, in round figures, of this population on ethnic and 


religious lines: 


Ethnic | Religion _|Total __—| Christians _| Catholics 
Indians Hindus 21,200,000 37,000 9,000 
Muslims 4,000,000 
Animists 3,400,000 275,000 143,000 
(Tribals) 
Others 100,000 6,000 2,000 
Europeans 25,000 25,000 5,000 
Anglo- 20,000 22,000 11,000 
Indians _ | es ee i 
Total 28,745,000 3.63 ,000 1,70,000 


Among the categories, The Hindu popu- 
lation is the majority, consisting of 
Bengali, Bihari, Oriya, a total of 
21,200,000. In the census of 1911, out of 
these 21 million, only 37,000 registered 
themselves as Christians, and only 9,000 
inall 

belonged to the Catholic Church. Almost 
all the Catholics, most of them, descen- 
dants from disaffected Protestants, lived 
in Lower Bengal in the 
missions South of Calcutta; 
the others, in the city pro- 
per, immigrants origina- 
ting from Central Bengal 
and mostly from the anci- 
ent Christian communi- 

ties of East Bengal. LA 
Everywhere in the Arch- 

diocese, Hindus are in the 

majority. They definitely 

constitute the very great 

mass of the Bengal 

Mission, and yet the missionaries are 
constrained to leave this multitude 
abandoned: so great is the lack of 
labourers, so pressing the even more 
urgent necessities they must attend to. 
Among the Animists (Tribals) Christia- 
nity has found some opening in Bengal 
region: Kharias, Mundas, Uraons and the 
Santals. 

In the census of 1911, the number of 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians were 
25,000 and 20,000 respectively. 
Approximately 5,000 Europeans and 
11,000 Anglo-Indians were Catholics. 
Most of these Catholics, 11,000 and 500 
other denominations reside in Calcutta; 
the others either in the Himalayas or in 
different industrial centres. Some fami- 
lies and isolated individuals are found in 
rural areas, in the tea or indigo planta- 
tions. 

In short, the present population of the 
Archdiocese of Calcutta: 28,400,000 
souls. Out of these 28 million, 1,60,000 
are baptised Catholics and 47,000 are the 
catechumens. (Census 1971) 
9.1.Krishnagar and Baruipur 

The similar structures are also present in 
the two Bengali dominated population 
in Krishnagar and Baruipur, though 
smaller number in comparison to 
Kolkata and other dioceses were created 
during its long history. The present 
Church in Kolkata is much smaller in its 
jurisdiction. The official language of the 
inhabitants is Bengali. With its rich 
Socio- Religious and cultural heritage 
the majority population are still the 
Bengali community, among the multi- 


cultural and denominational communi- 
ties. The economy of Bengal is one of the 
major concerns. This has an effect on 
Bengali Catholic communities. 

9.2. Population According to 2011 
Census 

The present population of West Bengal 
according to the 2011 census is29,048,374. 
The Catholic population in Kolkata is 
1,41,726 in the sq. K.M. area of 29,858, 
with 42 parishes and 15 
quasi parishes. Besides a 
num-ber of Educational 
insti-tutions, schools and 
colleges, a major and 
minor Seminary, houses 
of formation by Religious, 
a hospital, small health 
centres, a socio- cono- 
mic Development centre, 
a pastoral centre. These 
cater to the needs of the 


Archdiocese. 

The Dioceses in West Bengal have 
immense potentialities to be encultu- 
rated. Each one of them has personnel, 
the infra-structure and many resources. 
The Diocese in Krishnagar, has a rich 
culutral and Religious heritage of Sri 
Chaitanya Movement in Bengal and the 
people of Nadia Dist. are very Dialogical 
in their approach, the Church can do 
marvels there through the ministry of 
Dialogue with the World Religions, so 
also the Diocese of Baruipur, with its 
indigenous nature and common langu- 
age Bengali can venture into the new way 
of being the Church in Bengal through 
the Liturgy, by taking the traditional rich 
cultural heritages of Bengal, ie. Music, 
Dramatics and Dance. Way back in 1922, 
a letter was to the Jesuit General saying: 
“The District of Bengal is a deserted and 
uncultivated land.” It was in reference to 
24-Parganas in West Bengal. The 
Yugoslavs were assigned to build the 
Church in 24-parganas. The two batches 
of priests from Yogoslavia injected a new 
life in the stagnant part of the Mission. Fr. 
Delplace in the 1870's led to the opening 
of 3 Mission Stations with residing 
priests, Baidyapur, Morapai and Raghab- 
pur. Since 1925, the presence of Yugoslav 
Fathers helped in building the Mission 
fields in 24-Parganas. All through the 
Church in 24 — Parganas has struggled, 
geographically, financially and in terms 
of personnel. However, it has the 
potentiality to become a strong Christian 
Community. Many more things can be 
said with regard to the Church in Bengal. 
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YOUTH GROUP - FOOD FEST 2024 


By Francis Das 
The Young Pro- active pulse of | 
the parish, the Youth Group of 
the Fatima Church unit organi- 
zed a food fest on the 10th of 
November, 2024 under the 
vision of Rev. Fr. Francis Satish 
Makhal, (Parish priest) and Rev. 
Fr. Anto Chacko, (Youth in- 
charge). The fest commenced 
from 6.am and extended till 
ll.am. The Youth members 
stoodin harmony to put up food 
stalls for the parishioners | 
attending the four Sunday 
masses, Including the special 
mass for the New First Holy |_. 
Communicants and their fami- | 

lies and friends. ‘ 
Scrumptious Items like Luchi 


Ghugni, crispy baby corn, 
Steam and Pan- Fried Momo, Egg devil, 
Ghugni chaat, refreshing Tea, Goja, Cold- 
Drink and Mineral water bottle. Stalls 
were put up to raise funds for the Youth 
Group and for conducting forthcoming 
Youth Events of the parish. 

After each Eucharistic celebration people 
gathered around the coupon counter 
holding their enthusiasm and hunger 
waiting to taste and enjoy the mouthwate- 
ring items. The rush was effectively 
managed by the Youth members serving 
each and everybody with their preferred 


food items for breakfast. People not only 
tasted the food in church but also carried 
home for their family members. The event 
was marked as a resounding success since 
no food items were left over. The stalls 
were decorated with eye catching names 
and hygiene was well maintained while 
serving food. The Youth Group extends 
their sincere gratitude to the Parish Priest, 
the Youth In-charge, and also the family 
members helping behind the scenes to 
make this Youth Food Fest a successful 
event. 
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Pope sends letter of closeness to 
Ukraine, marking 1,000 days of war 


By Francesca Merlo 


Tuesday marks 1,000 days since Russia 
launched its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, 2022. Marking 
the tragic day, Pope Francis once again 
expressed his solidarity with the suffering 
Ukrainian people. 


| In a letter addressed to the Apostolic 


Nuncio to Ukraine, Archbishop Visvaldas 
Kulbokas, the Pope acknowledged the 
extent of the suffering Ukrainians are 
enduring. 

"I am well aware that no human words 
can protect their lives from daily bomb- 
ings, console those mourning their dead, 
heal the wounded, bring children back 
home, free prisoners, or restore justice 
and peace," he said. 

Yet, he added, it is the very word "peace" 
that the Pope prays will one day resonate 
once more in the homes, families, and 
streets of Ukraine. 

Honouring those who have died 

In his letter to his representative in the 
country, Pope Francis also recalled the 
daily "national minute of silence" 
observed by Ukrainians each morning at 
9 AM to honour all the victims of war: 
children and adults, civilians and 
soldiers, as well as the prisoners being 
held in terrible conditions. 

With these people in mind, the Pope 
invoked the words of Psalm 121, writing, 
"My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.” 
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“May the Lord comfort our hearts and 
strengthen the hope that, while gathering 
every tear shed and holding all accoun- 
table, He remains close to us even when 
human efforts seem fruitless and actions 
inadequate," he said. 

Aplea for peace 

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis 
has been a tireless advocate for peace 
worldwide, and he has often called for 
prayers for peace in what he describes as 
"martyred Ukraine." 

In his letter to Archbishop Kulbokas, the 
Pope renewed this prayer and asked that 
hearts be converted to foster dialogue 
and harmony. 

He stressed that the words he is address- 
ing the Nuncio and, with him, the people 
of Ukraine, are not merely words of 
solidarity but a deeply rooted plea for 
divine intervention. 

Only God, he explained, is “the sole 
source of life, hope, and wisdom.” 
Ablessing for Ukraine 

Bringing his letter to a close, Pope Francis 
extended his blessing to the Bishops and 
priests who remain steadfast in their 
mission to accompany and support the 
faithful of Ukraine. 

Finally, the Pope reiterated his blessing to 
the entirety of the Ukrainian people, 
expressing trust "that God will have the 
final word on this immense tragedy." 

"I bless the entire Ukrainian people," he 
concluded. 
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Ecumenical Panel Discussion 


Date: Thursday, December 5, 2024 
Venue: Christ the King Church, Park Circus 


To all concerned Members for 
Ecumenical Dialogue 
You are Invited to Participate 


Dear Partners and Well-wishers in Ecumenical Endeavouts, 

In preparation for the Jubilee year 2025, with its theme, “Pilgrims of Hope”, 
the Diocesan Commission for Ecumenism & Dialogue is organising a Panel 
Discussion on the Jubilee Theme, on Thursday, December 5, 2024 at 3.30 RM. 
at Christ the King Church Hall. 

It's open to all the members of Ecumenical Fraternity in Kolkata and the 
Dioceses of Bengal. 

Please do note the date, time and venue and join in this Panel Discussion. 
Speakers To speak on “Pilgrims of Hope” 

Rev. Fr. Baptist Pais, SVD Executive Secretary, 

CCBI - Commission for Ecumenism 

Bishop Emeritus Rt. Rev. Savadore Lobo — Former Bishop of Baruipur 

Dr. Sunil Celeb, CNI - Principal, Bishop's College, Kolkata 

Prof. Dr. Suvashish Chattopadhaya — Scholar of Biblical Theology 
(Dharmaram College), Department of English, N. D. College, Howrah, 
University of Calcutta 

Dr. Dora Aparna Mondal, Former Principal, Women's College, Kolkata 

Rev. Dr. Francis Poovelil, Morning Star Regional Seminary, Barrackpore 


With assurance of Prayers, 
Sincerely 


Rev. Basil Mandi, Diocesan Director 

Event Organiser & to Co-ordinate: 

Fr. E Sunil Rosario, Regional Secretary, CCBI 
Commission for Ecumenism & Dialogue, 
Archdiocese of Calcutta 


RSVP: 
Rev. Fr. Basil Mandi — 97353 36465/ 831-0010369 (M) 
Rev. Fr. F Sunil Rosario — 9831889264 (M) 
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© Office : 20A, Brindaban Mullick Lane, Hrishikesh Park, Amherst Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop: 67, Keshab Chandra Sen Street, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop : 5/1 A, College Row, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 

E-mail : vkkolkata.akbose@gmail.com - Website : www.vidyarthikendra.com 
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MARINA PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD. 


£ducationdl Publishers 


CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 
Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 


QUICHE,PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
2217-4032 / 9831701085 / 9830917617 
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Eye Care Notice 


ANYONE REQUIRING EYE CHECK UP 
OR HAVING CATARACT, PLEASE CONTACT 
LOVINA KHAN (M) 98832 12744 


AN EYE CAMP WILL BE ORGANIZED 
AT YOUR CHURCH PREMISES AT THE EARLIEST 


Also available @ ) 

NATIONAL BAKERY 

95, Colin Street, 
MRP: <o0c%/- Per Kg Kolkata - 700016. 
Offer: 200gms @<110/- 


Special Rates Above 5kgs 


Contact : 
8100446433 / 
9845260815 
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